
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Questions Facts 
 

What are 
vertebrates? 

Vertebrates are animals that have a backbone. 
There are five groups of vertebrates: 

 mammals 

 fish 

 birds 

 reptiles 

 amphibians 

What are 
mammals? 

 give birth to live young 

 usually have hair or fur 

 warm-blooded 

 cannot breathe underwater 

 some common mammals are:  

 pets such as dogs, cats, hamsters 

 farm animals such as cows, sheep and horses 

 wild animals such as foxes, hedgehogs, lions and giraffes 

 humans  
What are fish?  have fins and scales 

 breathe underwater using gills 

 lay eggs in water 

 cold-blooded 

 some common fish are salmon, cod and tuna 

What are 
birds? 

 warm-blooded 

 have wings and beaks 

 have feathers 

 lay eggs 

 some common birds are ducks, chickens, penguins and 
pigeons 

  

What are 
reptiles? 

 cold-blooded 

 lay eggs 

 have scales 

 cannot breathe underwater 

 some common reptiles are snakes and lizards 

What are 
amphibians? 

 cold-blooded 

 lay eggs 

 live on land and water - can breathe 

 underwater through gills 

 some common amphibians are frogs and toads 

What are 
invertebrates? 

 Invertebrates are animals that do not have a backbone. 

 They include:  

 insects such as flies, ladybirds and bees  

 arachnids such as spiders 

  molluscs such as snails 

We should already know 

 The names of some common animals. 

 The parts of the human body and how they are associated with each sense. 

Key Vocabulary  Definition 

backbone  the column of small linked bones down the middle of your back 

carnivores an animal that eats meat  

cold-blooded a body temperature that changes according to the surrounding temperature 

environment all the circumstances, people, things, and events around them that influence their life  

farm an area of land used to produce crops or to breed animals and livestock 

gills the organs on the sides of fish and other water creatures through which they breathe 

herbivore an animal that only eats plants 

invertebrate a creature that does not have a spine, for example an insect, a worm, or an octopus 

omnivore person or animal eats all kinds of food, including both meat and plants 

pet a tame animal kept in a household 

temperature a measure of how hot or cold something is 

vertebrate a creature which has a spine 

warm-blooded a fairly high body temperature which does not change much and is not affected by the 
surrounding temperature 

wild animals or plants that live or grow in natural surroundings and are not looked after by people 

Investigate 
 

 use observations in the local environment to compare animals or through videos and photographs 

 describe how to identify and group animals 

 group animals according to what they eat 

 research how to take care of animals taken from the local environment and how to return them safely 

Animals Including Humans 



 

 

 

         

  

 

 

 

 

Key 
Vocabulary  

Definition 

Harvest  A celebration of the crops that God has provided.  

Diwali  The Hindu celebration of light.  

Bonfire Night A day to remember the attempted assassination of King James at the Houses of 
Parliament. 

Remembrance 
Day 

A day to mark the ending of World War One. The anniversary is used to 
remember all the people who have died in wars, not just World War One.  

Birthday The day that someone was born.  

Christianity   A belief that there is only one God, who had a son named Jesus Christ. This 
religion is focussed on the life and teachings of Jesus.  

Advent  Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as Christians prepare to 
celebrate the birth Jesus Christ.  

Christmas  A Christian Holy day that marks the birth of Jesus Christ.  

Knowledge and Skills  

Children will observe and ask questions to find answers about the past. Children will use pictures, stories and 
online sources to find out about the past.  They will identify some of the different ways the past has been 
represented. 
Harvest: children will learn about how and why Christians celebrate Harvest and why we donate food to people 
in the community.  
Diwali: Children will learn about the story of Rama and Sita. Children will learn why Hindu’s celebrate Diwali and 
what celebrations they have. Children will learn about different ways we can produce light.  
Bonfire Night: Children will learn about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot. They will learn about Guy Fawkes 
plan to blow up King James in the Houses of Parliament. Children will find out about other famous landmarks in 
London.  
Remembrance Day: Children will learn about why we celebrate Remembrance day and how different 
communities celebrate this. Children will learn about the importance of poppies and why many people wear 
them in the month of November.  
Birthdays: Children will have the opportunity to share how they celebrate their birthdays. Children will be able to 
compare how this may differ in each family and learn that every way is ok, even if it is different. Children will 
have the opportunity to design party invitations and menu’s and have their own whole class party.  
Christmas: Children will be taking part in the school’s Christmas Nativity. The children will learn about the birth of 
Jesus and why this is so important to Christians. Children will be able to share their Christmas traditions with 
their peers and how they celebrate the birth of Jesus in their family.  
 
 

RE 

Children will learn about how different religions celebrate different festivals.  

 Hinduism: How Hindus celebrate in their home and the celebration of Diwali. 

 Christianity: Children will learn about the celebration of Harvest and Christmas.        

 Children will learn that some celebrations are religious, and some are cultural.  For 
example many different cultures will celebrate Bonfire night, as it is a cultural ‘British’ 
event, but only Sikhs and Hindus celebrate Diwali as it is a religious festival.  

 Children will learn about how different families celebrate birthdays.  
Home Learning Opportunities   

 

 Find out how other family members celebrate events such as birthdays, Christmas, Easter, Firework 
Night, Diwali etc.  

 Can you speak to someone who celebrates different religious festivals to you? How are they different o 
religious festivals you celebrate? 

 Take lots of photos of how your families celebrate different events and bring them in to show the class. 
 
 

Celebrate Good Times  


