
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Vocabulary  
Definition 

agriculture Agriculture means farming, and covers both growing crops like 
wheat and vegetables, as well as keeping domesticated animals 
like sheep and cows. 

alloy A metal made from combining two other metals together 

archaeology Archaeology is the study of the human past through the 
remains they left behind. It sometimes means digging up those 
remains. 

artefact An object made by a person 

bronze An alloy of copper and tin 

excavation Digging in the ground to find archaeological remains, such as 
houses, roads, burials, and rubbish left behind. 

flint knapping The process of shaping flint into tools 

hill fort A type of settlement in the late Bronze Age and Iron Age that 
were often on hills with big defensive banks. 

Homo sapiens This is the scientific name for modern humans 

hunter-gatherers Humans who do not use agriculture (farming) to get their food, 
instead hunting animals and gathering food from the land 

Mesolithic The Middle Stone Age from 10,000 BCE to 4,000 BCE. This is the 
period after the Ice Age ends. People were hunter-gatherers. 

Neanderthal An early species of human that went extinct around 40,000 
years ago 

Neolithic The New Stone Age is when farming is introduced, which is in 
Britain from 4,000 BCE. Tools were still made of stone, though. 

Palaeolithic The Old Stone Age, from 3.3 million years ago to 12,000 years 
ago. Humans evolved during this time. 

prehistory The time before written or recorded history 

roundhouse Middle Bronze Age dwellings. Stone or wooden walls were set 
in a circle and turf or thatched roofs put on top. 

Significant historical sites 

Stonehenge A famous prehistoric monument in Wiltshire. Probably 

built between 3000 and 2000 BCE from bluestones. Its 

exact purpose is not known, though it was almost 

certainly a site of cultural and religious significance. 

Skara Brae A Neolithic settlement on Mainland, the largest of the 

Orkney isles. Occupied roughly 3180-2500BCE, it is 

older than Stonehenge and the Great Pyramids at Giza. 
Lascaux caves A series of caves in south-western France containing 

very well-preserved cave paintings. They show large 

animals and are probably hunting scenes. They are 

thought to date from around 15,000BCE. 
Hill forts The remains of Iron Age hill forts can be found in many 

places in the UK. Examples include Maiden Castle in 

Dorset, OId Oswesrty in Shropshire and Traprain Law in 

East Lothian. 

Stonehenge Remains of an Iron Age hill fort 
 

 

 

 

Key Questions 

 What is prehistory? 

 What are the Stone, Bronze and Iron ages?  

 What do we know about them and how? 

 How long did they last for? 

 What changes, especially in tools and 
technology, occurred during these periods 

 What was life like for people during those 
periods? 

 What is archaeology and how does it help us 
to understand the past? 

What we should know 

 Vikings and Anglo Saxons had iron and that the Romans and Greeks had bronze 

 Roughly what Stonehenge is, or to have at least heard of it 

 There were people popularly referred to as ‘cavemen’ and to have some notion 
of what their lives were like. 

What we will know  by the end of the unit 

 Where the Stone, Bronze and Iron ages fit on a timeline of (British) history.  

 To be able to describe the key changes in technology and lifestyle during these 
periods, and to begin to unde5rstand the significance of these developments. 

 To know what the terms Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic refer to. 

 Know that bronze is an alloy, and how it is made. 

 That human evolution happened over millions of years, and that there were 
human species before and alongside Homo sapiens 

 To know about the settlement of Skara Brae on Orkney 

Useful Links 
 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/stone-age/ 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/bronze-age/ 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/iron-age/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/the-stone-age 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/celts.htm 

Melting, Metals and Monoliths 

Stone Age to Iron Age, States of Matter 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/stone-age/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/bronze-age/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/iron-age/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/the-stone-age
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/celts.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

What we should know 

 Roughly what is meant by a solid, a liquid and a gas 

 What happens when a solid melts or when a liquid boils 

Key vocabulary Definition 

boiling when a material reaches a temperature when it bubbles 
and turns into a gas rapidly 

boiling point The temperature at which a liquid turns into a gas 

condensing The process when a gas turns into a liquid 

evaporation When a liquid turns into a gas, below its boiling point 

freezing When a liquid turns into a solid 

freezing point The same temperature as a material’s melting point. 
This is the temperature at which a liquid turns into a 
solid 
 

gas A state of a material when it fills the entire space 
available 

liquid A state of a material when it can flow from one place to 
another, and can be poured 

matter Another name for ‘material’: what an object is made of; 
not just fabric 

melting When a solid turns into a liquid 

melting point The temperature at which a solid melts 

solid A state of a material when it cannot change shape, but 
holds the shape of whatever container it was frozen in 

temperature A measurement of how hot or cold something is 

thermometer A device or instrument used to measure temperature 

water cycle How water moves around to create clouds, rain and the 
weather. 

Science-States of Matter 

What we will know by the end of the unit 

 The difference between a solid, a liquid and a gas in terms of particles. 

 The properties of all three states of matter 

 To be able to group materials based on their appearance 

 To give examples of all three states of matter. 

 Be able to describe the change from one to the other and make 
observations of this change. 

 To read scales accurately 

 To be able to explain evaporation and condensation. 

 Record results accurately 

Key Questions 

 What is matter? 

 What is the difference between the three states of matter? 

 How do you get from one to the other? 

 Where can you see changes of state taking place? 

 Why do we add salt to paths in the winter? What does it do to the ice? 

 What is air made of? 

 Are all liquids the same? 

 How can glass be considered a liquid? 

Investigate 

 How can we affect the speed at which ice melts? 

 How can we make a cloud in a glass? 

 How can we tell the difference between solids, liquids and gasses? 

 How can we classify different materials based on their properties? 

Useful Links 
 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/science/solids-liquids-and-gases/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h 
https://www.abpischools.org.uk/topic/solids-liquids-gases/2/1 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/revision/Science/changingmateri
als.htm 
https://www.sophia.org/tutorials/boiling-freezing-melting-point--2 
https://www.kidzone.ws/water/ 

 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/science/solids-liquids-and-gases/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h
https://www.abpischools.org.uk/topic/solids-liquids-gases/2/1
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/revision/Science/changingmaterials.htm
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/revision/Science/changingmaterials.htm
https://www.sophia.org/tutorials/boiling-freezing-melting-point--2
https://www.kidzone.ws/water/

