
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key 
Questions 

Facts 
 

What is a 
habitat? 

 A habitat is a place where living things, such as animals and plants, can find all of the things they need 
to survive. This includes food, water, air, space to move and grow and some shelter.  

 Some habitats are large, like the ocean, and some are very small, such as under a log.  

 Some habitats in our local area include the river and woodlands. Other habitats include the coast and 
the forest. 

What is a 
microhabitat? 

 Microhabitats are very small habitats where minibeasts may live. 

 Examples of microhabitats include under stones, in grass, under fallen leaves and in the soil.  

 Minibeasts that can be found there include worms, snails, ants, centipedes, millipedes, and 
butterflies and they help to keep the microhabitat healthy.  

 Minibeasts are able to survive in their habitats because they can find the things they need to survive 
there, such as food and water. For example, caterpillars can survive on leaves as they give them food. 

How do 
animals and 

plants 
depend on 

each other? 

 Animals and plants depend on each other to survive. For example, worms depend on plants because 
they feed on dead leaves, but plants depend on worms who make the soil healthy by digging holes and 
allowing air in. 

  Birds also need worms because they eat them. Worms are a source of food for birds.  

 This called a food chain.  

 If there were no worms, there would be less birds as there would be more competition for food. The 
soil would not be as healthy without worms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 All living things (or things that were once living) have a part to play in food chains. Without them, 
other animals and plants may not be able to survive. 
 

We should already know 

  Which things are living, dead and things which have never been alive?  

 The names of some common plants and types of trees. 

 Some animals are suitable to be kept as pets but others are not.  

 All animals need water, air and food to survive  

 Animals can be grouped into vertebrates and invertebrates  

 Animals can be grouped into carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

 Animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults. 

 Different vegetation belts and biomes around the world. 

Key Vocabulary  Definition 

biomes biomes a natural area of vegetation and animals 

carnivore  carnivore an animal that eats meat  

depend If you depend on someone or something, you need them in order to be able to survive 
physically 

food chain a series of living things which are linked to each other because each thing feeds on the one next 
to it in the series 

habitat the natural environment in which an animal or plant normally lives or grows 

herbivore an animal that only eats plants 

invertebrate a creature that does not have a spine, for example an insect, a worm, or an octopus 

microhabitat a small part of the environment that supports a habitat, such as a fallen log in a forest 

minibeast a small invertebrate animal such as an insect or spider 

offspring a person's children or an animal's young 

omnivore person or animal eats all kinds of food, including both meat and plants 

plant a living thing that grows in the earth and has a stem, leaves, and roots 

source where something comes from 

tree a tall plant that has a hard trunk, branches, and leaves 

vegetation plants, trees and flowers 

Investigate 
 

 Observe carefully a microhabitat (forest school) and sketch the plants you find. Can you find any evidence of 
plants being eaten? What other living things can you see?  

 Compare two different habitats and explain what animals and plants can be found there. 

 Go on a minibeast hunt. What minibeasts can you find? Why can they survive in their habitat? Create a tally 
chart or pictogram to show your results.  

 Compare two different microhabitats. What do you notice about the minibeasts that live in each one? Why do 
you think that is? Discuss how the minibeasts help keep the microhabitat healthy.  

 Use your knowledge of biomes to describe the types of animals and plants that live there. Match animals and 
plants to their habitats (e.g. forest, ocean, poles, desert).  

 Answer questions such as ‘Why would a polar bear not survive in the desert?’  

 Create simple food chains that begin with a plant. Discuss what would happen if one of those living things in a 
food chain did not exist. 

Who lives in a house like this? 

Living things and their habitats 



 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary  Definition 

Design a plan or drawing produced to show the look and function or workings of a 
building, garment, or other object before it is built or made 

Natural material a material that is existing in or caused by nature 

Sculpture A model or statue made out of different materials such as stone, metal, 
cardboard and clay Modelling Making a 3-d shape.  

3-d (dimensional) A solid object which you can see all the way around. 

Imagination When you imagine something, you make a picture of it in your mind. 

Create Making something out of different materials. 

Materials The items you use to make the sculpture which can be natural such as wood, 
stone or paper, or manmade such as metal and plastic. 

Clay a stiff, sticky fine-grained earth, typically yellow, red, or bluish-grey in colour and 
often forming an impermeable layer in the soil. It can be moulded when wet, and 
is dried and baked to make bricks, pottery, and ceramics. 

Investigate and Explore 

 
 
 

Explore different clay techniques  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Investigate the effect of using different tools on 
clay 

 
       

 

Andy Goldsworthy 

 

 
Andy Goldsworthy produces artwork using natural materials (such as flowers, 
mud, ice, leaves, twigs, pebbles, boulders, snow, thorns, bark, grass and pine 
cones). Much of his work is made outside and is meant to be temporary. He 
photographs the artwork and then allows it to remain in the natural environment 
and decay at its own rate. Sometimes he photographs the same work in different 
conditions. 

Art work of Andy Goldsworthy 

Suggested outcomes 

Key Skills 

Collage: Experiment with a range of materials and methods to create a variety Identify how to cut shapes accurately 
from paper and thin card and cut different kinds of line.  
 
Printing: Understand that the purpose of printmaking is to create multiple images and patterns. Mimic print from the 
environment (e.g. wallpapers).. Make mono prints by spreading paint Experiment with a variety of objects to create a 
print. Press, roll, rub, and stamp to make prints.  
 
3D Clay: Make models in clay or other malleable materials for particular purposes. Discover how to join two pieces of 
clay so they won’t fall apart, by roughing both surfaces with a toothbrush. Learn how to roll an even slab of clay by 
using a rolling pin on top of two wooden batons. 
 
Discuss and describe the work of notable artists, artisans and designers. Use some of the studied artists to create 
pictures in the style of their works, copying techniques to reproduce the art work. 
 

Art and Design 

Sculpture  


