
Reading at Dame Tipping C E School

A Guide for Parents

This guide will answer some frequently asked questions about your child’s reading.

Please ask if you have any others and we will answer them for you...

Q: How often should I read with my child?

A: You should try to read with your child every day if you can. When your child is 
reading more independently, try to discuss what they have read as often as possible 
and listen to them read aloud every now and then. Please make sure your child’s reading 
book and reading record are in school every day.

Q: What should I write in the reading record? 

A: Each time you read with your child, write the date, which pages they have read and a
comment about how they read. The comments could be about fluency and expression, 
any new words they came across and whether or not they enjoyed what they read.

                                                                              

date title pages comment heard by

5/11/14 The Wrong Trousers 4-11 Jude enjoyed reading 
this funny book. He 
read with expression. 
New words: 
simple, laughed

Mum
D. Bartlett



Q: How can I support my child before they are able to read?

A: You can help your child by practising their sounds with them. You can also help by 
using key words ‘flash cards’ to help them recognise simple words. Look at picture books
together and ‘read’ the pictures by talking about what you think is going on. Read to 
your child and talk about the story. Read favourite books over and over again. Your 
child will learn how stories work and will start to memorise some of the language 
patterns. (Try leaving words out and get them to fill in the gaps!)

Q: How are my child’s books chosen? 

A: Children have a range of books at their own level to choose from within the class 
room. Adults can help them choose if necessary.

Q: What should I do if I think my child is ready to move on?

A: If you notice that your child can read all of the words in all of their books AND 
understands what they are reading, make a comment in the reading record or speak to 
your child’s teacher. Please be aware that your child may be on the same colour band 
for several months. This is because they need to read a range of books and develop a 
deep understanding of what they are reading.

Q: What should I do if my child finishes their school book and it hasn’t been changed?

A: Please remind your child to change their book. You could also log on to Bug Club and 
ask them to read the books and complete the activities. Oxford Owl also has a wide 
selection of banded e-books which your child could read at home. 



Q: How can I encourage my child to read more?

A: Local libraries are free to join and have a wide range of books which cover all levels 
and interests. Taking your child to the library will help you find out what they like to 
read. Read a book to your child: this will help improve their vocabulary and give you lots 
of things to discuss. Allow your child to read news and articles in newspapers and/or on 
the internet.

N.B. ALWAYS check the content before you do this. 

Q: What if I find it difficult to support my child?

A: When parents find it difficult to support their child at home, we do offer 1-1 
reading support in school. We can also offer advice on adult literacy classes so that you
can improve your own reading skills in order to support your child.



For more information about family learning courses visit the family learning web page and to 
find out about what is happening at a school or children's centre near you contact them on 
01708 434955 or email familylearning@havering.gov.uk.

http://www.haveringadultcollege.co.uk/subcategory.php?prdtcat_id=109
mailto:familylearning@havering.gov.uk

